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SUBJECT: VISIT OF BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT BANZER TO ARGENTINA 

1 . SUMMARY: STATE VISIT OF PRESIDENT OF BOLIVIA, GEN. HUGO 
BANZER SUAREZ, TO BUENOS AIRES NOV. 26-29 WAS BRIEF, ROUTINE, 

AND UNEXCITING, BUT SIGNIFICANT AS ONE MORE EVIDENCE OF THE 
CONTINUING DETERMINATION OF THE SOUTHERN CONE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENTS TO STRENGTHEN RELATIONS AMONG THEMSELVES. END SUMMARY. 

2. BANZER ARRIVED ON FRIDAY NOV. 26, AND OVER WEEKEND ENTERED 
ON STANDARD ROUND OF CEREMONIES, MEDAL-PINNING, WREATH-LAYING, 
FORMAL CALLS, EXCHANGES OF FORMAL ENTERTAINMENT, AND MUTUAL 
ASSURANCES OF HIGHEST ESTEEM WITH HIS HOSTS. ARGENTINE PRESS 

AND PUBLIC TOOK HIM VERY MUCH IN STRIDE.WITH APPROPRIATE REPORTING 
OF OFFICIAL COMINGS AND GOINGS GIVEN ADEQUATE PLACE ALONGSIDE 
ARGENTINA - USSR SOCCER MATCH AND FLASH THUNDERSTORM. PROBABLY 
MOST INTERESTING PART OF VISIT FOR BANZER WAS NOSTALGIC REUNION 
WITH FELLOW 1946 GRADUATES OF ARGENTINE MILITARY COLLEGE. 

3. THREE MINOR AGREEMENTS WERE SIGNED AND GIVEN PROMINENCE AS 
EVIDENCE OF ARGENTINE-BOLIVIAN DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS: A NATURAL 
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ARGENTINA BUYS FROM BOLIVIA, AN AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH ARGENTINA 
WILL ASSIST IN CONTRUCTION OF A STRETCH OF ROAD IN BOLVIA BETWEEN 
PADCAYA AND BERMEJO, AND AN AGREEMENT PROVIDING FOR A NEW 
DOCUMENT FOR DRIVERS AND CREWS OF INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

4. BANZER HELD PRESS CONFERENCE ON LAST DAY OF VISIT, DURING WHICH 
HE STATED THAT ARGENTINE-BOLIVIAN RELATIONS WERE AT HIGHEST LEVEL 
IN HISTORY. HE SAID THAT BOLIVIAN PEOPLE HAVE UNDERSTOOD 
BENEFITS OF STABILITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT WHICH POLITICAL 
STABILITY PERMITS. (PRESS HAD COMMENTED A NUMBER OF TIMES ON 
BANZER'S EXTRAORDINARY, FOR BOLIVIA. DURABILITY IN OFFICE.) 

AMONG DIPLOMATIC NON-ANSWERS TO SOME QUESTIONS. HE PUT POSSIBLE 
FOREIGN POLICY CHANGES OF NEW CARTER ADMINISTRATION IN US IN 
BLUNT PERSPECTIVE BY SAYING THAT "POLITICAL SPEECHES TO WIN THE 
NOMINATION ARE ONE THING, AND THE REALITIES OF THE SITUATION 

ARE ANOTHER." HE ADDED THAT USG IS AWARE OF REALITIES OF LATIN 
AMERICA AND THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN CARTER AND COUNTRIES OF LATIN 
AMERICA WILL PROCEED FAVORABLY. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION ABOUT BOLVIAN OUTLET TO SEA, HE PRO- 
DUCED PREPARED FORMAL STATMENT WHICH REVIEWED BOLIVIAN CASE, 

CITED CHILEAN AND PERUVIAN UNDERSTANDING OF BOLIVIAN QUEST FOR 
SALT WATER. OBSERVED THAT SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION WOULD BE PROOF 
OF SOLIDARITY OFT PROCLAIMED BY LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES, AND 
DEMONSTRATION OF SOLUTION BASE ON INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE, INTO- 
GRATION, DEVELOPMENT, AND PERMANENT PEACE. (GOA MANAGED TO AVOID 
SAYING ANYTHING ABOUT OUTLET TO SEA QUESTION.) 

6. COMMENT: PREDICTABLE AND ROUTINE AS VISIT WAS, IT PROVIDED ONE 

MORE PUBLIC EXAMPLE OF MUTUAL ADVANTAGES WHICH MILITARY GOVERNMENTS 
OF SOUTHERN CONE, AND BRAZIL, SEE IN DRAWING CLOSER TO ONE 
ANOTHER. SOME COMMENTATORS INEVITABLY RAISED TRADITIONAL 
SPECULATION ABOUT ARGENTINE-BRAZILIAN GEOPOLITICAL RIVALRIES 
AND RELATIONSHIP TO BOLIVIA, BUT THIS DID NOT GO BEYOND PRO 
FORMAT STAGE. 

CHAPLIN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CHIEF OF STATE VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 01 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BUENOS0781 1 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760445-1036 
From: BUENOS AIRES 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19761280/aaaacrdh.tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2004 by ElyME>; APPROVED <12 JUL 2004 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VISIT OF BOLIVIAN PRESIDENT BANZER TO ARGENTINA 
TAGS: PFOR, BL, AR, (BANZER SUAREZ, HUGO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



